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A Study of Critical Thinking Ability in Children

Yu-Sin Fung! Ya-Ling Xie’ Wen-Yi Liuv’ Bi-Ching Chen?

Abstract
This research explores critical thinking ability in children using a qualitative
research approach. The study was carried out over six months and adopted a
purposive sampling approach. Forest Preschool in Zhongli District, Taoyuan
City was selected as the research setting and ten five-year-old children in the
preschool were chosen as research participants. Every two months, reading
activities were conducted with these children related to three different themes:
morality, gender, and ethnicity. Problems related to these themes were
presented in picture book stories, and the story structures were then extended
to trigger children’s critical thinking. In addition, to enrich the research data
collected from observing and interviewing the young children, the study also
collected data such as preschool schedules, thematic teaching websites, and
teacher interviews. Finally, the research combined grounded theory coding
analysis with other steps to ensure the reliability of the results. This study found:

(1) children’s ability to express their awareness of problems can be guided by
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stories, and they can put forward different opinions and explain their views;
(2) to distinguish between facts and opinions, children not only need to be very
clear about the content of the story, but also explain the facts by observing the
people and things that appear in the picture books; (3) children use facts to
support their opinions, which are based on the appearance, color, diet, and
behavior of the characters in the picture books, as well as their own personal

experiences.

keywords  children, critical thinking skills, picture books
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